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MONTHLY EXTRACTS 


FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE OF THE AMERICAN 
BIBLE SOCIETY, 
Foreign Distributions. 4 
At the stated meeting of the Board in Nov., 

applications were presented from the American 
Bourd of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, 
soliciting aid to print the Sacred Seriptures at 
Bombay, aud-at the Sandwich Islands, and 
from the Baptist General Convention, for aid 
to print the Seriptures in the Burmese lan- 
guage ; propositions were also submitted at the 
same time for printing the New Testament in 
modern Greek, cud some portions of it in the 
Mohawk language. An interesting communi- 
cation from the Missionaries at the Sandwich 
Islands was received on the day of meeting, 
acknowledging the receipt of a donation for- 
merly made them, by the Buard, aud present. 
ing an interesting view of the fields prepared, 
and rapidly preparing in those “Isles of the 
sea,” for the profitable dissemination of the 
Word of Life. A communication tad been pre- 
viously received from the New-Jersey Bible So- 
ciety, proposing, in behalf of that and other 
Auxiliaries of the State, to raise the funds ne- 
cessary to supply those Islands. These pecul- 
iar indications of Divine Providence were not 
to be disregarded. After serious deliberation 
upon the present circumstances of the Society, 
and the importance of the objects proposed, the 
applications were all referred to the committee 
on Foreign -Distributions ; and the Board ad- 
journed to meet the following week. At this 
meeting the Rev. Dr. Milnor, chairman of that 
committee, presented a Report, which was 
unanimously adopted. [The Report we are 
obliged to omit on account of its length, but 
subjoin the following resolutions adopted by the 
Board :) 


Resolved, That, relying on the continuance of 
the Divine favor to this Institution, and on ade- 
quate means being furnished for this purpose 
by its auxiliaries and friends in addition to our 
ordinary operations, the Board will endeavor 
to render, in the course of the ensuing year, 
the aid requested by the Board of Commission- 
ers for Foreigu Missions, viz: the sum of five 
thousand dollars, to be employed by the Mission 
at Bombay, in printing the Holy Scriptures in 
the Mabratta language; and the further sum of 
five thousand dollars, to be employed in print- 








ing an edition of 20,000 copies of the New Tes- 
tament in the native language of the Sandwich 
Islands, either by the Missionaries there, or at 
our press, as on future consultation may be 
deemed expedient. 

Resolved, ‘That the Board receives with great 
satisfaction the communication of the New-Jer- 
sey Bible Society, proposing in behalf of that 
and other Bible Societies in New-Jersey, to col- 
leet the funds necessary for supplying the in- 
habitants of the Sandwich Islands with the 
iloly Seriptures, and to appropriate the same 
through the medium ofthe csleuskins and 
that this Board having resolved to apply the 
sum of five thousand dollars to the above ob- 
ject in the course of the ensuing year, will most 
gladly rely on the said Societies for these funds, 
and will appropriate them to the designated 
object, as fust as they shall be received. 

Resolved, That it is expedient, as soon as cir- 
cumstances will permit, for this Society to print 
an edition of 30,000 copies of the New Testa- 
ment in modern Greek, for distribution in 
Greece and the adjacent countries; and that 
the standing Committee be authorized to 
cure, without delay, stereotype plates for the 
same, according to the eopy published by the 
British and Foreign Bible Society ; and to com- 
mence printing as soon as the receipts of the 
Treasurer shall render it convenient. 

Resolved, That the sum of five thousand dok 
lars be appropriated and paid within the ensu- 
ing year, to aid the Baptist General Conven- 
tion of the U. States for Foreign Missions, in 
publishing the Scriptures iv the Burmese lan- 
guage. 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Foreign 
Distribution be authorized to have one thou- 
sam! copies of the three epistles of St. John 
printed in the Mohawk language, as soon as 
they shall obtain satisfactory evidence of the 
correctness of the translation made by the Rev. 
Mr. Williams. 

Resolved, That it be the duty of the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Distributions to prepare a Cir- 
cular Address to the Auxiliaries and friends of 
this Society; representing the claims of the 
Foreign objects above specified, and soliciting 
their prompt and liberal contributions, to ena- 
ble the Saciety to carry into effect the above 
resolutions, in addition to its ordinary opera- 
tions, and that said Circular be presented to 
this Board for its approbation, and to be signed 
by the Officers of this Society. 

James Mitnor, Chairman. 

Nov. 10, 1831. 





The Signs of the Times. 


Lahaina, Alani, Sandwich Islands, 
Sept 29, 1831. 

To the Rev. James Milnor, D. D., Secretary for 
Foreign Correspondence for the American Bible 
Society -— 

Rev. anp Dear Sin, 

I am direeted by the American Mission 
planted at thése Islands, to acknowledge what 
should have been acknowledged long since, the 
kind agency of the American Bible Society, in 
enabling us to scatter on this distant field the 
seed of life. 

it is well known to the Christian public of the 

United States, that a considerable number of 

foreigners, chiefly English and American, re- 

side at these Islands, and that annually, several 
hundred searnen who do business in these great 
waters, touch here for refreshment. In the 
character and prospects of so many who speak 
our language, we should be strangely wanting 
in Christian Benevolence, did we not feel an in- 
terest. It has therefore, been our aim, since th 

establishment of this Mission, to do all in our 
power consistently with the paramount claims 
of the native population, for the benefit of these 
men. Soon after the arrival of the pioneers of 
the Mission, public Worship on the Sabbath, in 

English, was instituted; and has since been 

maintained as constantly as our strength would 

—— Very few Sabbaths indeed, during the 

ast ten years, have sled their blessed light on 
the plains of Honolulee, on which the “chureh 
going bell” has not reminded foreign residents 
and visitors of the sacredness of the day, and 
invited them to listen to a preached Gospel.— 
Yet, though Sabbath after Sabbath we have 
raised the note of beseeching entreaty in the 
ears of those who are fearfully exposed to be 
drawn into the whirlpool of dissipation, which, 
we fear, bas here ingulphed many a precious 
soul, few comparatively, have listened to our 
voice ; and of these who have, still fewer give 
evidence of having received, permanently, hap- 
py iinpressions. While laboring under circum- 
stances so discouraging, we have joyfully avail- 
ed ourselves of evéry proffered aid. To your 
Society, and the Hartford, Conn. Bible Society, 
do we owe the ability of putting into the hands 
of the destitute, who have ealled upon us, the 
precious word of God. Thus hundreds have 
carried with them, from these Islands, that 
faithful companion which sometimes speaks to 
the heart of him who has repeatedly turned a 
deaf ear to the voice of God by his ministering 
servants. 

We should rejoice, could we, by pointing to 
individuals who give evidence of having been 
savingly benefited by your charities, add to the 
facts already in your possession illustrating the 
efficacy of truth, and encouraging you to “ sow 
your seed in the morning, and in the evening 
not to withhold your hand.” But though we 
eannot do this, we still cherish the precious 
hope that good will result, that “our labor will 
not be in vain in the Lord.” You toil in the 
faith. The seed which you sow is the ineor- 
ruptible word of God. This you scatter on the 
barren heath, and on the fruitful soil. The 
God who bids you labor will at length give the 
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His veracity is pledged that his word shall not 
return to him void. The seed of truth which 
you entrust to our care, we will scatter on thig 
sterile field, wil] water with our tears, and by 
prayer and faith, wait on him who can fill our 
arms with whitened sheaves. 

Nor, while we thank you for putting into our 
hands the means of benefiting our own coun- 
trymen, and while we entreat you to remember 
us still in this respect, may we neglect to speak 
of the necessities of the native population of 
these Islands, and in so doing, point you to a 
field where, we think, your labors would be 
crowned with speedy and glorious success.— 
The smiles of Teais Christ on the efforts here 
made to convert the inhabitants of Hawaie, 
have been signal. It is literally and emphat- 
ically true, that these “ Isles wait for his law.” 
Your brethren too, who are here toiling, have 
been favored with so much health and strength 
that no inconsiderable part of the New Testa- 

ent, and many portions of the Old Testament, 
are already in the hands of the people. 

With the continued smiles of the Savior, we 
hope to print the entire New Testament in the 
eourse of the next year. "We shall greatly 
need type, paper and ink; and we assure you 
that any donation your Society may be pleased 
to make us, shall be faithfully appropriated to 





this object. Is not the giving of this precious 
boon, the Bible, to all nations, so far at least, as 
is in your power, the very province of your be- 
vevolent efforts? May we not look to you, 
through the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions, on whom, under God, we 
depend for the means of prosecuting our be- 
nevolent designs, with hope, with desire, with 
strong confilence ? To a more grateful people 
than the dwellers on these Isles, we believe, 
your society could not direct their attention. 
Should you put into their possession, by ena- 
bling us to print a large edition of the New Tes- 
tament, this precious gift, you would confer an 
inestimable benefit, greater far, than he would 
confer, who by some redeeming process sheuld 
cause the most luxuriant vegetation to spring 
np on their sterile plains, and fill their valleys 
with beauty and sustenance. 

Reseeching God, our Savior, to bless your 
benevolent Inbors, and use you as instruments 
of hastening the universal triumph of bis truth, 
I subseribe myself in behalf of the Mission, 
your fellow laborer in the vineyard of the Lord. 
Jonatuan S. Green. 


THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


[From the Abstract of the twenty-sixth Report of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. } 

Does not the light begin to gleam on Heathen 
Lands? And may it not be said, that the sun 
is fairly ascending above the horizon in India? 
What is the sight now beheld, in lands newly 
become Christian? Let your Committee call 
upon you to go back in spirit to Tahiti, half-a- 
century since ; recollect the deplorable condi- 
tion of these Islanders, sunk in ignorance and 
vice, and with no prospect of melioration be- 
fore them. See the Missionaries toiling for 
successive years in acquiring the languages; 





increase. In him may you, may we all confide. 


and behold the reswit! and give the glory to 
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God. Connecting these with other authentic 
facts of the same nature, occurring now from 
day to day, turn to the darkest portion of the 
Earth, where the most formidable barriers still 
present themselves ; where every thing appears 
most hopeless, most cheerless; where not a sin- 
gle ray illumes the darkness: and, while you 
are compelled to ask, Who shall roll the stone 
away ? who shall show the path of life to those 
who are sitting in darkness aud the shadow of 
death ? who shall quicken them that are dead ? 
and while you are compelled to confess, that 
with man it is impossible; remember—and go 
forward with cheerful, humble confidence, as 
you remember it—that with God all things are 
possible. No difficulty remains, but difficulties 
of the same kind as have already been sur. 
mounted: and, in the appointed season, it will 
be said of the Scriptures, “ Their line is gone 
out through allthe earth, and their words to the 
end of the world.” 


—-- 


HINDOO FEMALE EDUCATION. 


By the courtesy of a Christian brother, we 
have been favored with the perusal of a pamph- 
let published in Calcutta, containing the Tenth 
Report of the Calcutta Baptist Female School 
Suviety, fur December 31, 1830. There are 
17 Sclivola under the superintendence of this 
Society, containing Five Hundred and Fifty 
female scholars.—Their instructions are ele- 
mentary and religious, from the alphabet to the 
New Testament. ‘The following are extracts 
from the Report: 

To form correct ideas of the deplorable cir- 


cumstances of Hindoo females, it is necessary 
to consider them from their entrance on the 


Hindoo Female Education. —Decree against the Jews. 
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the lower classes especially, relief only from 
the burden of supporting them. 

After marriage their condition undergoes fit- 
tle change for the better. Llimloo mothers are 
rather the servants, than the companions of 
their husbands, Their employments are alto- 
gether of « menial kind in; various ways they are 
mide to feel their inferiority in the nrost mark- 
ed manner. “Custom compels them to hold 
their husband’s name sacred, and no considera- 
tion will induce them to mention it. Az meals 
they are not permitted to eat with their hus- 
bands; their duty being to stands as servants 
behind their lords, and wait upon them. After 
the men have regaled themselves, the woinen 
partake of what remains. That rational inter- 
course also, in which, in Christian countries, 
the husband becomes the counselling, comfort- 
ing, cheering, and endearing friend of his wife, 
is unknown among the Hindoos; and the man 
who should discover any decided preference for 
the society of his wife, would expose himself 
to ridicule. Equally destitute are they, for the 
most part, of respect for their children, and con- 
trol over them; youth, and the want of know!l- 
edge, incapacitate them for the instruction of 
their offspring, while universal practice teaches 
them, that this forms no part of their domestic 
duties; consequently, their children soon cease 
to regard and obey them, and in many instan- 
ces go so fur as to treat them with abuse and 
violence. 

Polygamy, also, is a fruitful source of misery 
to Llindoo femates. Among Brahmins, partic- 
ularly the Kooleen, it is customary to marry 
several wives, sometimes as many as eight or 
ten. hy such cases, the greater part of the fe- 
males thus married, never leave the parental 





stage of being. As they are stripped of almost roof; the only object in giving them in mar- 
every amiable and valuable quality, it will easi- | riage, being to advance the honor of the family. 
ly be conceived, that they hold but a very low | In this way numbers are deprived for life of that 
place in the esteem of the other, or even of their protection, nourishment, affection and other 


own sex. blessings which the institution of the conjugal! 


It is no exaggeration to say, that they enter union was designed to impart. Et is by no 
the world, for the most part, under the frowns | Means uncommon however, to find two or 
of them who gave them birth. Hindoo women, | more wives, of one husband, resniing together 
as well as their husbands, wish for, hope for, | under the same roof, Such unhappy beings, 
make vows, and pray to be blessed with sons, | With few exceptions, spend their ill fated lives 
and receive the gift of a daughter with disad- | in mutual jealousy, hatred, the most bitter con- 


poimment and too frequently with murmurs. 
A reception of this nature argues but little for | 
their future treatment and happiness; it serves | 
10 explain, however, in some measure, how it is 
that a whole tribe bave consented and continue 
so long to consign to death, every infant daugh- 
ter: and why numbers of others hastened with- | 
out remorse, to deliver to the grasp of the fierce 
tiger and rapacious alligator, their own inno- 
cent female offspring. Thus, alas! through 
want of education, mothers may indeed, “ mon- 
strous prove.” 
From the age of eight years, and not unfre- 
— at an earlier period, Hindoo girls are 
isposed of in marriage. In this important af- 
fair they have no choice ; and if they had, it 
could, at this infant period, avail them nothing. 
ply as marriage must affect their cbndition 
for life, their happiness is not, in one instance 
a mene “objet considered. Honor and 
ney are the objects chiefly sought in the 
marriage of daughters, and frequently, among 





tentions, and in suffering a thousand other evils 
eonsequent on polygamy. 
n the death of their husbands, widows are 
not allowed to enter the marriage gtate again. 
he law on this subject is peculiarly cruel and 
oppressive, as it ineludes even those who have 
only been betrothed. Until the last year, wher 
the enlightened and Christian policy of Lord 
William Bentinck put an end to the marderous 
rite of the ‘Suttee,’ many were compelled to fol- 
low their departed husbands through the flames ; 
but, although this diabolical practice ne lon- 
ger exists in this part of the empire, it is evident 
that the condition of Hindoo widows is yet 
pitiable and distressing in the extreme, and that 
many must be driven by this unjust law, into 
the paths of vice and ruin.—Ch. Watch. 


—_—— 


Decree against the- Jews.—“ Francis 1V, by the 
grace of God, Duke of Modena, &c. The con- 
duct of most of the Jews who roside in our 
states, during the short period of the late revo- 





484 Arkansas Cherokees —Dr. Wi 


Jution, caused by an infamous conspiracy, suffi- 
ciently demonstrates to us that this nation, 
which is only tolerated in our states, is entirely 
unworthy of the protection which it has long 
enjoyed under the shade of our laws ; it merits 
on the contrary a treatment most severe and 
conformed to the sentiments which they have 
shown on this occasion. We therefore order 
as follows: 

1. All the laws concerning the Jews, which 
existed previous to the year 1795, are put in op- 
eration ; and all the concessions which we have 
since made to the Jews, are recalled. 

2. The community of Jews tolerated in our 
state shall pay, as before 1795, the sum of 20,000 
francs to our treasury annually.—Farther it is 
not permitted any Jew or Jewess to be seen be- 
yond the limits of Ghetto (the quarter inhabited 
by the Jews) except in the costume and with 
the mark which we assign them, in order that 
all may recognise them as Jews. 

3. In order to lessen the expenses and losses 
borne by our weli beloved subjects, occasioned 
by the late revolution, and to prevent the im- 
position of new taxes on them, the Jews of this 
city and of the two provinces of Modena and 
Reggio, shall pay in one year from the date of} 
this decree, the sum of 600,000 francs to our! 
treasury. The whole as a reparation for their | 
conduct during the late eveuts. { 

4. In virtue of this law re-established, the 
Jews shall not possess any immovable property 
except in Ghetto: and ail their possessions not} 
in this quarter shall be guaranty for the pay- 
ment of the sum mentioned, which shall be} 














therspoon and Mr. Barnes. [Dec, 
now state with thankfulness to God, that this 
good appearance has been followed by a very 
interesting revival of religion. ‘The revival 
seems to have commenced with the first meet- 
ing of the temperance society, at least the first 
instance of deep conviction occurred then. The 
individual was a connection in the family of Da- 
vid and Catharine Brown. When he came for- 
ward in presence of the congregation to sub- 
scribe to the constitution of the society, it was no- 
ticed that he appeared affected, looked pale and 
even trembled ; and though a good penman in 
the Cherokee character, another person was 
obliged to enter his name on the list. He re- 
marked something like this,—“ You all know 
my weakness, and my former habit. I now re- 
nounce this habit. I want you all to help me. 
I hope you will never again see me lying drunk.” 
He states that his publicly and solemly renounc- 
ing this one sin impressed his mind deeply with 
a sense of all his sins, and the unspeakable im- 
portance of renouncing them all. Some months 
afterwards he obtained a sense of his accept- 
ance with God through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
and has lately made a profession of his faith. 
He isa man of character and influence, and 
has acted as judge in this district for some 
months past, and is now appointed one of the 
counsellors of the nation. He is very helpful 
in our prayer meetings, and often affecting in 
his exhortations. 

The revival in our neighborhood became 
manifest at the opening of the spring. Every 


; oe 
| week, new cuses of conviction eccurred, and 


pew enses of deliverance from the bondage of 


made complete, if necessary by there posses-|sin. The revival is peculiarly interesting to 
sions, according to the valuation of viewers; for| our feelings and hopes, as nearly all the con- 


such is our will and our order. 
5. The Jews shall divide among the members 


verts are from the first classes of society around 
us, leading men, heads of families, and young 


of their community their respective quotas of| men of promising talents.—.Mis. Herald. 


this extraordinary ‘ amenie,’ and our tribunals 
shall assist them if necessary in this affair. 

6. This contribution with which all the Jews 
are charged as a punishment for their conduct 
during the late revolution, shall not exclude 
them from the penalties to which individuals 








MISCELLANEOUS. 





[From the Philadelphian. 


DR. WITHERSPOON AND MR. BARNES. 


Mr. Editor,—'The last number of Dr. Green’s 


who have taken part in this revolution are per-| Christian Advocate affords additional proof, 
sonally liable; and their goods are liable-to| that the differences of theological opinion in 


confiscation. Our ministers, governor, and in- 


the Presbyterian Church are by no means so 


tendents general, are charged, every one in that} great as many would have us believe. Dr. G. 


which pertains to him, with the execution of 
this decreq; for such is our sovereign will. 

Issued at Modena, FRANCIS.” 
22d March, 1831.” , 


ARKANSAS CHEROKEES. 
Extracts from a letter of Dr. Palmer, dated 


August 25, 1331. 

Temperance—Religious Attention among the 
People.—Our temperance society is making gra- 
cual, and Ttrust sure progress. ‘The opposition 
is not very formidable. The Female society 
for the promotion of temperance and other vir- 


publishes without comment the following pas- 


sage from Dr. Witherspoon, where the same 


sentiment that has been so much reprobated iu 
Mr. Barnes is set forth in the plainest language 
possible, Says Dr. W., “Surely, to love God 
who is infinitely amiable, with all the heart, 
and above all to consecrate all his powers and 
faculties without exception and without inter- 
mission, to God’s service, must be undeniably 
the duty of every intelligent jcreature. And 
what sort of inability are we under to pay 
this? Our natural faculties are surely as fit for 
the service of God as for any baser purpose. 
The inability is only moral, and lies wholly im 


. . ” 
tues is in a flourishing condition. The mem-| the aversion ofour hearts from such employment. 


bers are doing very commendably in procuring 
means to purchase a library. ‘This society op- 
erates in many ways for good. 

In my former communications it will be re- 
membered that I noticed a wakeful attention 
among our people to the preaehed gospel. Tecan 





I have italicized a few words, otherwise this is 
the exact language of Dr. Witherspoon, quoted 
by Dr. Green without a word of comment. But 
is it not the same doctrine that Mr. Barnes ad- 
vanced in the famons sermon, where so much 
heresy was found? Does not Dr. W. place the 
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sinner’s inability upon exactly the same ground 
as does every man amongst those denomina- 
ted New School men? And does not Dr. G. 
virtually do the same thing? If not, where is 
the significancy of language? But if he does, 
where is the necessity for imagining that error 
is any more allied to the new than to the old 
school view of this point? It really seems to 
me a hard case, if we cannot still be allowed 
to use the language of a Witherspoon without 
being charged with heresy by his very ad- 
mirers. 

The publication of such sentiments by Dr. G. 
is important as convincing us that the old school 
ure not so far from the truth as some new school 
wen imagine. Let them do it in their own 
time and way; they will Advocate the very 
truths that are now so honored by the blessing 
of God, and of course may hope for their natu- 
ral results. ‘The bible4s too plain a book to be! 
materially misunderstood by honest men. Coin- 
mon sensé is too clear and decisive in some of 
its dictates to be overpowere| even by the tech- 
nical theology. A little move forbearance and 
candor on each side of the present disputes 
would make us all brethren of one mind and 
spirit so far as the Spirit of life isin us. Those 
who have the Spirit of Christ, and who like bim 
seek mainly the glory of God in t'\« salvation of 
sinners, cannot widely disagres 

Curtstian Unity. 


THE SHIP’S LETTER BAG. 
Extracts from a letter of the correspondent of the 
New-York Observer, dated ou board the ship Silas 
Richards, on her passage to Liverpool. 


T have treasured up an incident, which occurr- 
ed the third day out, awaiting a convenient op- 
portunity to record it, the moral of which is 
very pretty. And as I enjoyed it much myself, 
I thought it might awaken a like sympathy in 
others. To introduce it in its own proper form, 
I may perhaps be excused for opening the pon- 
derous Jetier bag of the ship, aud tarning upon | 
the floor of the round house (eur post office) a 
cart load of packages, and some bushels of let- 
ters, and set the captain to sorting them for 
delivery in Liverpool. Suppose, then, that 
while the captain is sorting the packages snd let- 





ters, he allows it not improper to amuse the | 
passengers, sitting and standing round, by read- 
ing to them the remarkable superseriptions and | 
directions as they happen to turn up—among | 
which are to be fonnd not a few genuine Irish | 
bulls, from the eons of the Emerald Isle, ir 
America, to their friends at home—as well as | 
many other comical things. By and by a let-| 
ter turns up, the seal of which, impressed in | 
wax, reads thus:— Mizpah. Gen. xxxi, 14.” 
“This is for you to expound,” said the captain 
turning pleasantly tome. Nothbeing able on the 
instant to recite the passage without book, by 
which I suppose I lost sometredit, | ran lelow, 
and returning with the Bible open atthe place, 
read, Mizpah: the Lord watch beiween me and 
thee, when we are absent one from another. “ Beau- 
tiful!” said one. * Beautiful!” responded h- 
nother. “A gem! a gem!” exclaimed a third. 
“A gem! agem!”in chorus all responded. And 
surely the brightest, most precious gem of all 


school 
i P 
Sabbath school, where J was told about Jesus, 


The Ship’s Letter Bag.—A Child’s Prayer. 


was to find, in such a place, and in such a cir- 
cle, such a prompt and full-souled expression 
of sympathy on the announcement of this sen- 
timent of religion and Christian piety. There 
were, indeed, powerful tendencies to such sym- 
pathy, in the circumstances of usall. For who 
present, whether going to or from his home, did 
not feel himself separated {-vm those he loved, 
and loved most dedr ?—Aud who, with a wide 
and fitful ocean before him, tossing on its heav- 
ing waves, would not feel his dependence and, 
looking back or forward to home or friends, 
lift up his aspirations to that high Providence, 
who sits enthroned in heaven, and rules the 
land and sea, and breathe to him the sweet 
and holy prayer; “The Lord watch between 
me and mine, while we are absent one froman- 
other!” 


A CHILD’S PRAYER. 


To the Editor of the 8. 8. Instracter. 

Influenced by the desire that I feel for the 
promotion of Sabbath schools, I send you the 
following fact, which is placed at your disp ore}. 

In the town where I have lately resided, tiie 
Lord has poured out his Spirit in a glorious 
manner, Among iiose who have been “ born 
again,” may be numbered several youth of but 
ten or twelve years of age. One Lord’s day, 
after the close of divine worship, I had occa- 
sion to pass through a pasture, in which there 
was a sinall wood. I was interrupted in my 
meditations, by ‘the sound of a human voice 
not far distant. I drew near and discovered it 
was one of those young disciples engaged in 
prayer. He uttered himself with the earnest- 
ness and humility, which gave resistless convic- 
tion that his heart was warm with love to the 
Saviour and immortal souls. The following is a 
part of his prayer, which I recorded in my dia- 
ry immediately after returning home. “0O, 
Lord I pray thee to teach me. Onlya few days 
ago L thought I was the worst of sinners; but 
Ithank thy holy name that thon didst have 
merey upon me; 1] am afraid that I shall wan- 
der fur out of the way; O, let me not return to 
the weak and beggarly elements of this world. 
O, Lord, I pray thee for my poor little sister, 
who has no Savior. O, give her Christ this 
very day, and let her not live in sin. O, Lord, 
I want thee to bless all my little mates. That 
one, O, Lord, who once professed to love thee, 
but has now turned back unto the world. O, 
have mercy upon him. O, bless the Sabbath 
I thank thee that Lever went to the 


and where I got so many good books to read. 
O, Lord I pray for those who never had a Sab- 
hath school, and never heard of Christ, and 
have no good books to read.” He continued to 
pray for some length of time, in particular ref- 
erence to those who are young. 


It is not so very difficult for men to know 
themselves, if they took but proper pains to in- 
quire into themselves; but they are more soli- 
citous to be thought what they should be, than 
really careful to, be what they ought to be. 


Knowledge will. soon become folly, when 
good sense ceases to be its guardian. 





486 The Blessed Schoolmaster,—What Doctrinal Preaching promotes revivals. [Dec, 


THE BLESSED SCHOOLMASTER. 


A letter to the Evitor of the N. Y. Evange- 
list, dated at East Hampton, L. I. says: 


Sometime in the course of last year, a Mr. P. 
from Conn., engaged as an instructor, in one of 
our eommon schols. The neighborhood in 
which he was employed, is remote from the 
centre of the town, and the population, though 
moral, were “quiet and secure” in sin. He 
had been now several months with them; he 
had seen the young given up to idle amuse- 
ments, and the old supremely devoted to the 
acquisition of this world, while the invitations 
of the gospél, if they were beard, were almost 
universally disregarded. His pious heart was 
moved by seeing immortal beings, with the 
Bible in their hands—conscious of their aliena- 
tion from God, and of their fearful exposure to 
the awful penalties of his violated law, yet hur- 
rying on to the judgment seat, neglectful of all 
his commands, despising that blood which was 
shed for the remission of sins, and devoting to 
the business and pleasures of this fleeting world, 
those powers which were designed for the ser- 
vice and glory of God here, and the enjoyment 
of his blissful presence hereafter. He felt for 
his dying fellow men, and he began to pray for 
wisdom from above, to enable him to do some- 
thing for their eternal welfare. He determined 
to commence with his own scholars, to pray 
with them, and to address them more earuest- 
ly upon the subject of their soul’s sa!vation. 
The effects of this measure were soon obsery- 
able in the decided seriousness of several of his 
pupiis. 

Encouraged by these hopeful appearances, 
he was led to contemplate the readiness of Gorl 
to answer prayer, and felt an increased confi- 
dence in urging sinners to the immediate ac- 
ceptance of a Savior on the terms of the gos- 
pel. He had soon the satisfaction of seeing 
several of his beloyed charge, submitting their 
hearts to Christ, and of witnessing on many 
countenances, the heavenly smile, an index of 
the hopes of immortality,springing up in their bo- 
soms. But he did not rest here. He commen- 
ced the evening prayer meeting, visited from 
house to house, and especially endeavored to 
interest professors of religion in the good work. 
The seriousness continued to increase—every 
evening was devoted to religious meetings, and 
soon the voice of praise began to resound, 
where tears of anguish were so lately seen. 
Almost every family presented scenes at which 
angels rejoice, and the happiness of the con- 
verts, which was constantly increased by be- 
holding their friends submitting to God, can be 
conceived only by those who have been wit- 
nesses of similar scenes. In the course of a 
few weeks, about 40 within the limits of the 
district, hopefully became pious, and engaged 
actively in the service of their Lord and Mas- 
ter. or did the good work terminate here. 
Although remote from the centre of the town, 
and the little cloud was at first hardly discov- 
ered by the watchmen there, yet now it could 
po longer be concealed; and as it moved on in 
that direction, its approach was hailed by the 
awakening church as “the promised day of Is- 


interesting juncture, rendered the work more 
general, and oe the trophies of 
victorious grace. venty-eight have already 
been added to the church as the fruits of this 
revival, and probably more will yet come for- 
ward, Nor were the happy effects of this in- 
dividual devotedness confined to this town, 
Excited by the Christian engagedness of this 
young man, a pious instruetor in an adjoining 
town, became more fully enlisted in the Re- 
deemer’s cause, and had the pleasure of seeing 
a cousiderable number of his pupils become the 
subjects of a saving change of heart. 

O that every pious instructor now engaged 
in schools in our country, would imitate the 
noble devotedness of this young man! How 
many scholars would this season be turned to 
righteousness! How many teachers would 
hereafter “ shine as the stars, and as the bright- 
ness of the firmament forever and ever.” 


WHAT DOCTRINAL PREACHING PRO- 
DUCES REVIVALS? 


This is a question of great importance, and 
one of no small interest in the church at the 
present time. Some having seen that revivals 
are produced by one kind of doctrine, conclude 
that all revivals must be produced by the same 
kind of preaching. This is especially the case, 
if it happens to be a favorite doctrine with them- 
selves, either because it has been beneficial to 
their own souls, or because their party feelings 
are enlisted in it. And then they set down all 
revivals as spurious, which are not produced by 
just such preaching. Others think that differ- 
eut places, at different times, and under differ- 
ent states of public sentiment, require a corre- 
sponding difference of treatment. And” they 
think it no more reasonable to require all re- 
vivals to be produced by the same portions of 
Bible truth, and the same modes of presenting 
it, than to require fevers to be always cured by 
the same medicines and the same treatment, 
without respect to the symptoms, constitutibo, 
and circumstances of the patient. How foo}- 
ish a physician would ‘look, who should tell a 
man that had been sick, but was now alive, 
and walking abont in good health, he could not 
be cured and well, because he bad ‘not taken 
jast so much calomel, or just so much opium, 
or just so much bark. President Exdlwards has 
some remarks on the subject. whieh as applica- 
ble to his own times, are full of good sense. 
And doubtless they have also been applicable 
in a greater or Jess degree in other times and 
regions. The remarks I refer to are found in 
his “Narrative of remarkable conversions 
during the revival in Northampton, in 1735. He 
says, 

“ Whatever minister has a like eccasion to deal with 
souls, in a flock under such circumstances as this was, 
I cannot but think he will soon find himself ynder a 
necessity greatly to insist with them, that God is un- 
der no manner of obligation to show any merey to any 
natural man, whose heart is not tu to God ; and 
that a man can challenge nothing, either in absolute 
justice, or by free promise, from any thing he does, 
fore he has believed on Jesus Christ, or has true re- 
pemeane he in him. It appears to me that if I 
tought those that came to me under trouble, any 
other doctrine, I should have taken a most direct course 





pael.” A protracted meeting, occurring at this 


utterly to have undone them; I should have directly 
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crossed what was plainly the drift of the Spirit of God, 
in his influence upon them; for if they had believed 
what I said, it would either have promoted self-flatte- 


ry and carelessness, and so put an end to their awa-. 


kenings; or cherished aud established their contention 

and strife with God concerning his dealings with them 

and others, and blocked up their way to that humilia- 

tion before the Sovereign Disposer of life and death, 

whereby God is wont to prepare them for his conso- 
. in.” * - - 7 ” 


“TI think Ihave found that no discourses have been 
more remarkably blessed, than those in which God’s 
absolute sovereignty with regard to the salvation of 
sinners, and his just liberty, with regard to the answer- 
ing the prayers, or succeeding the plans of natural 
men, continuing such, have been insisted on. I nev- 
er found so much immediate saving fruit, in any meas- 
ure, of any discourses I have offered to my congrega- 
tion, as some from these words, Rom. iii. 19. ‘That 
every mouth may be stopped ;’ endeavoring to show 
from them, that it would be just with God forever to 
reject and cast off mere natural men.” 


In estimating this testimony it is important 
to bear in mind, that the contrary errors had, 
at that time, obtained a great omen | in New 
England. Arminianism, in its worst forms, bad 
been spreading, particularly by means of the 
writings of Dr. John Taylor, of Norwich, Eng- 
land, and there was, both among cold minis- 
ters and unconverted men of influence, a very 
great hostility to the doctrines of grace. This 
was then the form, in which the carnal mind 
felt its enmity against God, It was enmity a- 
gainst his righteous government. ‘This was 
the point in government, and here was the mat- 
ter, in regard to which it was more particularly 
necessary that men should be reconciled. It 
is observable that Edwards himself, with his ac- 
customed precision, only says, that every min- 
ister, who is accustomed to deal with souls “in 
@ flock under such circumstances as this was,” 
will find it necessary to insist greatly on these 
particular points. He does not say, that these 
are the points to be insisted on in revivals un- 
der all carcumstances. And the mode in which 
he presented these things in his preaching, as 
we learn froin his printed sermons, was alto- 
gether practical, and entirely different from the 
cold, dry, inoperative style, of many who are 
called “ doctrinal preachers” at this day. Wit- 
ness his sermon on “ Sinners in the hands of an 
angry God.” 

In modern times, at least for the last fifteen 
years, and especially in places which have en- 
joyed the gospel institutions, I believe that 
those whe have been called to labor in revivals 
have found an opposite state of feeling, and 
consequently have been driven to an opposite 
treatment. The doctrine of man’s entire sin- 
fulness, and the necessity of regeneration by 
the Spirit of God, and of justification only by 
faith in Christ, is now universally admitted, by 
all who believe the Bible, or that live under 
evangelical preaching. And now when sinners 
begin to be awakened, the universal difficulty 
in their minds is their inability. ‘They cannot 
do what God requires them to do. They can- 
not comply with the terms of the gospel. They 
cannot do any thing, till God helps them. And 
80 they wish to “ wait God’s time.” And though 
they rarely venture ex — to-deny their 
ligation, to comply with God’s commands, yet 


it is manifest they do not feel its pressure. 
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Now when a person is in this state of mind, 
telling him of his dependence on God for con- 
verting grace will not convert him. It will 
rather confirm him in his present views, and so 
far as he is affected by the preachers dwelling 
on these topics, his conversion is rendered im- 
possible. For he must certainly be brought to 
give up this criminal waiting God’s time, before 
he can ever be reconciled to God. And there- 
fore it follows, that in most places, and with 
most individuals, all over our country, at the 
present time, those preachers are most success- 
ful in revivals, who are most skilful in pressing 
upon the sinner’s conscience his obligation or du- 
ty, immediately to do what God tells him to do. 
This skill in meeting the sinner’s vain excu-es, 
constituted Mr. Nettleton’s great strength, when 
he labored in revivals in New England. So of 
Dr. Beecher. So of Mr. Finney. I need not par- 
ticularize others. Their strength is laid out in 
making their hearers feel as if they ought to do 
as God says. 

In the revivals of the present year, I believe 
there has been a remarkable exemplification of 
these remarks. The discussions and controver- 
sies of the last four or five years have all had 
a bearing upon this point of the sinners obliga- 
tion to obey the gospel. Ministers generally 
have taken au interest in these discussions, and 
those who have taken opposite sides in theory, 
have yet in fact acquired a clearer view of the 
point of obligation. Mulitudes of ministers 
freely avow that they have had this year, such 
a deep sense of the duty of sinners to comply 
with the gospel, and of the dreadful wicked- 
ness of their neglecting it, with such clear views 
of the consistency of all this with the absolate 
necessity and holy sovereignty of God’s con- 
verting grace, as they never had before; and 
such as has, at times, almost overwhelmed them 
with its amazing weight.—Aud hearers say the 
same thing, that their ministers are enabled to 
come at the consciences of sinners, and hold 
up their duty to them, and urge its instant per- 
formance with a clearness and force which they 
never had before. It seems as if an iWlumina- 
tion of the Holy Ghost from on high, had been 
shed down upon ministers on this point, just as 
there was upon Exlwards, and upon those who 
labored in revivals thirty or forty years ago, in 
regard to the other.—M. ¥. Zvan. 





SCRIPTURE WARRANT FOR PROTRACTED 
MEETINGS. 

The editor of the Canadian Watchman has expres- 
sed his approbation of four days meetings, and gives 
the fullowing defenee : 

That there is a full warrant in the Scriptures 
for protracted meetings, we entertain not the 
slightest doubt; and it is manifest that they 
would not be necessarily improper if there was 
neither example nor precept expressly in point. 
The pastors of the church may determine the 
expediency of mevsures, if they are not in con- 
trariety to the written word. But can any one 
believe that the feast of the Passover among the 
Jews, which continued seven days, was any 
thing but a religious season? Or that it would 
be improper to dispense the means of grace 





continuously under the new covenant, for as 
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long a period as God required the means of 
grace connected with the Jewish covenant to 
be used?—'The passover was expressly designed 
asa set time for instructing the young Jews in 
the gracious dealings and character of God; 
(Ex. xii. 26, 28.) and as a lasting memorial of 
the deliverance of his chosen. ‘The passover 
was a time of special revival and return to the 
Lord in the reign of Hezekiah, and also in the 
reign of Josiah.—The first of these kings pro- 
tracted the festival to fourteen days. Three 
times a year was the whole Jewish nation re- 
quired to appear before the Lord; and one of 
these, the feast of pentecost, or day of gather- 
ing the first fruits of the earth, was glorified by 
the first frnits of the outpouring of the Lloly 
Spirit, and the addition of three thousand to the 
ehurch. The meeting was also protracted by 
“continuing with one accord daily in the tem- 
ple,” and soon another great addition was made. 
Our Savior taught daily in the temple,” and 
who can find fault with his ambassadors for the 
same thing ? 
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AMERICAN HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

The New York Observer reports the proceedings 
of an interesting meeting held in New York on the 
14th inst. composed of a number of the friends of mis- 
sions, together with the Executive Committee of the 
American Home Missionary Society. 

The Chairman, Mr. John D. Keese, stated that the 
object of the Executive Committee in inviting the 
meeting, was to lay before a few of their friends the 
present state of the Society's operations, and to ask 
their counsel. 

He adverted to the small beginnings of Domestic 
Missionary efforts in this city, when, within the mem- 
ory of himself and others present, a smal! Missionary 
Society, of which they were members, looked a con- 
siderable time in vain, for one young man whom they 
might educate and send forth to preach the govpel to 
the destitute. Now the A. H. M. Society is aiding in 
the support of 500 ministers and missionaries! And 
applications are multiplying on the hands of the Com- 
mittee, many of which, of the most interesting cha- 
racter, must be rejected untess the contrilutious to 
this cause, both here and in the country generally can 
be much increased. The Executive Committee there- 
fore would inquire of their friends, whether, 
of the present scarcity of money, and with a ISUry 
overdrawn more than $12,000 on the respons’ of 
a few individuals, they should go onto make addition- 
al pledges to the needy, according to the demands of 
the cause, or whether they must here pause and cur- 
tail their operations for the lack of a few thousand dol- 
lars? The latter, he said they mus! do unless a large 
increase of contribution could be relied on; and he 
spoke the minds of the Committee when he said, they 
would deprecate such a result. They were unwil- 
ling to contemplate it even as possible. They would 
ask, Where must we begin the work of retrenchment ? 
Which of the 500 Inborers shall we recall from the 
field where God is blessing his labors in the conversion 
of souls, and causing the wilderness to blossom as the 
rose ? 

Mr. Knowles Taylor, Treasurer of the Society, 
gave a detailed statement of the monies received and 
payments made since the last anniversary, showing 
that the payments are now in advance of the receipts 
#$)2,600, for which individuals of the Committee have 
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given their personal obligations ; and that, after allow. 
ing for the receipts which may reasonably be expected 
from the ordinary sources of income, there will be a 
deficiency in May next of from $5,000 to $10,000.— 
This sum could only be provided for by the increase 
of contributions from the friends of the Society. 

The Rev, A. Peters, Corresponding Secretary, 
made an interesting statement of facts, showing the 
present state of the Society’s operations, and the ne- 
cessity of an increase of means te meet the urgent de- 
mare. | upon the Executive Commitfee. Five years 
and eight mouths ago, he said, the A. H, M. Society, 
in its present form, was not in existence. Jr was or- 
ganized on the 6th of May, 1926. Since that time jf 
has aided in the support of 821 different missionaries, 
who have statedly labored, with more or less frequery 
cy in perhaps 12U0 congregations and missionary dis- 
tricts. Two hundred and thirty two of these mission. 
aries have been planted and sustained in the states 
und territories west of the Ajleghany mountains, and 
the whole number have reported 1170 years of mia- 
isterial Inbor performed in the service of the society. 
Under their ministry 15,000 souls have been reported 
as the hopeful subjects ef renewing grace. Subbath 
school and Bible class instruction have been sustained 
with great success, the cause of temperance and other 
institutions of benevolence have happily advanced, 
and numerous and ivteresting revivals of religion have 
been enjoyed. ‘The wilderness and the solitary place 
have been made glad for them. And the field of ef- 
fort and promise has widened as the society has advan- 
ced in its work of love. The benefits which it has 
conferred upon the congregations and districts aided 
have excited others in adjacent congregations and dis- 
tricts equally needy to desire for themselves and their 
children the same biessings. Applications for aid 
therefore have increased as the action of the society 
has been extended. The blessing of God upon the 
labors of its missionaries was never before go signal 
as within the last twelve months, and the encourage- 
ment for enlarged and onward effort was never so 
great, as at the present time. 

The A. H. M. Society, he said, had no corporate ex- 
istence, and of course could hold no permanent funds. 
It was and ever had been dependent entirely on the 
yearly contributions of the benevolent. Its bank was 
the “ Bank of Taith,” and unworthy as the Commit- 

elt theraselves of this high privilege, their drafis 

ist It now 
» stack holders in this bank, the re- 
‘ the land, who had 
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bank had never been dishonored, 


ifpose. 
pression from the moeting. 
vilowing resolutions were then unenimously 
adk pte d, viz. ; 

1, Gn motion of the Rev. B. H. Rice, 

Resolved—That this meeting regard wiih gratitude 
to God the signal biessings which have attended the 
operations of the A. H. M. Society, since its organi 
zation, as exhibited in the statements presented this 
evening. 

2. Ou motion of the Rev. O. Eastman, ‘ 

Resolved,—That in view of the bappy and efficient 
influence which the missionaries of this Society have 
exerted on the Bible, Sabbath school and ‘I'ract socie- 
4ies and the cause of temperance, this meeting regurd 
the extension of the operations of the A. H. M. Soct- 
ety, as highly important to the successful prosecution 
of these and other objects of benevolence in the des- 
itute parts of our country. 

On motion of Mr. James Brewster, 

Resolved,—That in view of the pressing demands 
upon the treasury of the American Home Missionary 
Society, its pledges already made, and the numerous 
and interesting applications for aid which are accumu- 


”" 
ati 





Dac. 
allow. 
€Ctled 
| bea 


“rease 


etary, 
ig the 
i@ he- 
nt de- 
years 
ciety, 
AS Or- 
me jf 
aries, 
juely 
y dis- 
‘sion- 
‘tates 
and 
mia- 
iety. 
orted 
bath 
‘ined 
ther 
ced, 
have 
lace 
f ef- 
van- 
has 
ided 
dis- 
heir 
aid 
tet 
the 
znal 


18$1.] 


lating upon the hands of the Executive Commitice, 
especially from the destitute in the western and south- 
ern states, it is incumbent on the friends of missions 
in this city and elsewhere, to make renewed efforts to 
furnish that increase of means the present year, with- 
out which, it appears, the society cannot meet the ia- 
creasing demands of the canse. | 

Interesting remarks were made in support of these 
resolutions, by the movers, and by E. Lord, Esq., Rev. 
C. Mason, 8. Nitchie, Esq. and Mr. J. Corning. 

Mr. Brewster said he liked the ‘ bank’ on which this 
mores, 6 maronad and he trusted its resources would 

* never be exhausted so long as there shall remain in 
this nation a single congregation destitute of the 
preaching of the Gospel, or a single sinner unrecon- 
ciled to God. To admit the principle that the socie- 
ty might now cease to palvend ) its operations, for the 
want of faith, he said, would be to forfeit the charter 
to our bank, and prove our efforts unworthy the favor 
of God. 

Rev. Mr. Mastman remarked that he had traveled 
extensively in twenty one of the United States, as 
agent for different objects of benevolence—that he had 
had much intercourse with the missionaries of this So- 
ciety, especially in the western states, and that from 
personal acquaintance with facts, he was prepared to 
sustain the sentiments of the reso!ution he had pre- 
sented. He related several interesiing anecdotes il- 
lustrative of the faithfulness and self-denial of many 
of the devoted men whom this society has had the ho- 
nor to sustain in their arduous labors. 

Mr. Corning made a touching allusion to the late C. 
8. Robinson who fourd his grave in the service of the 
Society, in the state of Missouri, and said he had only 
to read the history of that man’s devoted labors, to 
awaken more than his first love for the American 
Home Missionary Society. There was self-denial 
enough to make us, and the Christians of our land, 
ashamed to speak of sacrifices in raising the means 
required to enable this society to multiply its blessings 
upon the destitute ten fold. 

A subscription was then made by fifty of the gentle- 
men present, amounting to $4512, in addition to what 
several of the same had previously subscribed. 

Concluded with prayerby the Rev. Dr. Matthews. 

The spirit 6f the meeting an: the result were of a 
highly encouraging character. Let the same spirit 
pervade the friends of the Society generally, and th: 
committee wiil not hesitate to extend their operations 
with the same enlarged vic id expectations which 
they have ever cherished. h, it is confidently be- 
lieved will be the result. ‘The friends of the canse 
must and will increase their contributions to meet its 
growing necessities, and the favor of God will attend, 
as it has done hitherto, these high endeavors of Chris- 
fian patriotism and philanthropy. 


WESTERN CONVENTION OF MISSIONS. 

Agreeably to the arrangement made, in accordance 
with the recommendation of the last General Assem- 

«bly, a Convention of delegates consisting of ministers 
and elders from several Presbyteries in the Valley of 
the Mississippi, met at Cincinnati, on Wednes lay, 
Nov. 25. Its proceediggs are reported at length in the 
Christian Journal. 

The Synods of Llinois, Tennessee, West Tennes- 
see and Mississippi had ne representatives in the Con 
vention. Many of the Presbyteries belonging to other 
Synods were not represented.. Rev. James Blythe, D. 
)). was elected Moderator. There was no litile deba- 
ling on some poiuts of “ ecclesiastical order,” which 
would not interest our readers ; but the time was chief- 
ly spent on the great question, “ how shall domestic 
missions in the Valley be managed?” Some con- 
tended that they should be wholly under the control of 
the General Assembly's Board of Missiogs, which is 
appointed annually to manage all such uintters by au- 
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thority. Others were for allowing the American 
Home Missionary Society to do what it can, and for 
permitting Presbyterians to support feeble churches 
to receive aid from either body, as they should judge 
best. Others, again, were iu favor of a new Board in 
the West; to be appointed by and under the control of 
the General Assembly, independent of the Board at 
Philadelphia and the American Home Missionary So- 
ciety. committee appointed for that purpose re- 
ported that the synods of Kentucky and Pittsburgh 
prefer the Assembly’s Board of Missions; IHinois, 
Ohio and Cincinnati, the present plan of the Assembly’s 
Board and American Home Missionary Society ; Ten- 
nessee a united agency; th synods of West Ten- 
nessee, Indiana, Western Keserve, Mississippi, and 
South Alubama, have expressed no opinion. 

A committee of nine reported sundry resolutions, 
which were op by Dr. Hoge, “ because the prin- 
ciples there laid down would impose upon the church- 
es the present Board as the only organ of the Presby- 
terian church.” A substitute which took the ground 
of entire exclusion of the American Home Missiona- 
ry Society from the Valley of the Mississippi and the 
Presbyterian church, was rejected. On Wednesday, 
one week from the time of meeting, Dr. Wilson movy- 
ed a postponement of the whole business for the pur- 
pose of taking up a substitute, which gave a statement 
of the mind of Frechytasien as far as they had been 
ascertained, and closed with a resolution fully appro- 
ving the Assembly's Board, and recommending it to 
the churches. Mr. Lathrop offered an amendment 
which amounted to a recommendation to let all things 
remain as they are, without any exclusive recomenda- 
tions. This motion was negatived. The question 
was then taken on Dr. Wilson's substitute, and carri- 
ed. Mr. Sullivan then offered the following resolu- 
tion: Resolred, That this Convention, notwithstand- 
ing the preference avowed for the Assembly’s Missions 
unite witt: the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church ia feeliugs of regard and affection for the 
American Home Missionary Society, and rejoice in 
the hope that by tiie aid of that Society, many of the 
destitute churches in the Valley of the Mississippi will 
be supplied with on pees of the Gospel and ma- 
ny souls beconverted unto God.” 

After considerable discussion, this resolution was in- 
definitely postponed, 42 to 27. 

The result will be, that Presbyterians in the “ Great 
Valley” will do just as they think best; for after all 
the talk about ‘‘ vuluntory associations,” the Presbyte- 
rian Chorch itself is nothing but a “ voluntary associa- 
tion,” and can never be any thing else, without a 
standing army to enforce its decrees. Dr. Blythe 
himself complains that the subjects of the Presbyterian 
denomination are becoming “ restive,” Dr. Green la- 
ments the prevalence of “ insubordination,’’—both 
very much in the style of the Engiish anti-reform Bish- 
ops.—V1. Chronicle. 


TEMPERANCE MEETING IN BALTIMORE. 


The Baltimore American states that on Wednesday 
evening last, the annual Temperance Meeting was 
held in the first Presbyterian church, (Mr. Nevins’.) 
It having been announced that Mr. Wirt, and Mr. 
Sergeant were to speak, a great crowd asseinbled. 
Both of them, however, were prevented, Mr. Wirt, 
by sudden illness, and Mr. Sergeant, by urgent pub- 
lic business. Other speakers occupied the stand, 
among whom we notice with pleasure the name of the 
Rev. John Marsh, of Haddam, Conn. who is : pod 
ing some time in that region, as the agent of the / mer- 
ican ‘Temperance Society. The editor of the Ameri- 
says Mr. M. addressed the audience 40 minutes, in a 
manner calculated to impress them deeply with the 
necessity and vas. importance of the great temperance 
reformation. We cannot but think that notwithstand- 
ing the disappointment, the meeting was gratifying to 
the audience, and highly beneficial to pr oy 





Intemperance in the Army.— Georgia and the Missionaries. 


INTEMPERANCE IN THE ARMY. 


{From the Report of the Secretary of War.] 


A very large proportion of all the crimes committed 
im the army may be traced to habits of intemperance. 
This vice is in fact the prevalent one of our soldiery. 
Iam satisfied that ardent spirits should not form a com- 
ponent part of the ration. By issuing it, we furnish 
to those already accustomed to its use the means of vi- 
cious indulgence, and we invite those who are yet tem- 
perate to acquire this destructive habit. It is certairil 
sufficient for all useful purposes, if there be in wrath 
any utility im the consumption of ardent spirits, that 
the officers be authorised to grant permission for its 
purchase, in proper quantities, to those whose situa- 
tion may require it, without the direct agency of the 
Government in allowing and providing it. 

There were issued to the army in 1230, 72,537 gal- 
lons of whiskey, at the cost of $22,132. If this sum 
‘were applied to the purchase of tea, coffee, and sugar, 
for the use of the-soldiers, their habits and 120rals would 
tee greafly improved, and the discipline and rpspecta- 
buity of the army promoted. The regulation of this 
department, by which an offer is made to the soldier of 
commuting the whiskey ration by the payment of one 
cent, is productive of little advantage. In this estimate 
of the value of this part of the ration, reference has 
been had only to the actual average cost of the article, 
delivered in large quantities at the various posts. But 
this is unjust to the soldier. He estimates it very nat- 
urally at the retail price, averaging probably five cents, 
and the present offer of commutation is in fact to 
ask him to sell his whiskey for one-fifth of its value. It 
is far better to leave the troops no choice, but to allow 
them a liberal compensation, and in such articles as 
will be most useful. 


Onto ayp tue Free Bracxs.—The free State of 
Ohio is taking active measures to prevent the emigra- 
‘tion ef colored persons from other places into that 
State. A notice appears in the Cincinnati papers, 
-warning emigrants and those who may employ them 
that certain requisitions of the Law of the State will 
_be rigidly enforced against all delinquents. This no- 
tice has ‘Boom rendered necessary, as the guardians of 
‘the public of that city state, in consequence of 
certain publications iz vewspapers and reports from 
other sources, that the Slave States are adopting meas- 
ures to reniove the Free Colored Population from 
their limits, and the representations received in Cin- 
cinnati, that numbers of that class are preparing to 
emigrate to that City. 


Furra Pressyterian Cuaurcn inv Avpayy.—We 
understand an attempt has been commenced to organ- 
ize and sustain a Sth Presbyterian church in this city. 
Rev. Alonzo Welton, late of Poughkeepsie, is expect- 
ed to be the minister.—Jour. & Tel. 


Acapemy at Atuens.—A meeting has been held at 

iladelphia, and a committee appointed, who have 

— in the Episeopel Recorder an appeal to their 

fellow citizens in behalf of Greek education; and so- 

as aid in the establishment of an Academy at 
ns. 


Eriscopat Cuurcnu, Hartrorp.—At a meeting of 
the parish of Christ Church, in this city, en Monday 
afternoon, Dec. 5th, the Rev. Hugh Smith, rector of 
St. Paul’s church, Augusta, Georgia, was unanimous- 


ly invited to the rectorship, to our te wacancy oc- 


casioned by the appointment of t v. N. 8. Whea- 
ton, to the Presidency ef Washington College. 
[ Epis. Watch, 


A Svusscrirrioy List.—We now send off about 
27,000. We heartily congratulate our agents on their 


[Dec, 


success in multiplying the number. The increase of 
subscribers ought certainly to be in a ratio with the in- 
crease of the members and friends of the church. 

( Christian Advocate and Journal. 


Lisgria.—The Westminsler Review. for October, 
1831, says: “The Americans are successfully. plant- 
ing free negroes én the coast of Africa; a greater 
event possibly in its consequences, than has oc- 
curred since Columbus set sail for the New World. 
In many important points, the little republic of Libe- 
ria seems likely to prove a scene, only the first in time, 
but not a solitary scene, for the triumphant develope~, 
ment of the negro capacity.” 


EPISCOPAL CONVOCATIONS. 


The Episcopal Recorder gives an account of 
a series of meetiigs each protracted through 
several days, recently held by the Episcopal 
ministers of Kentucky. Mr. Smith, the bishop 





elect of Kentucky, is a man of decidedly evan- 
gelical principles, and we hope our episcopal 
brethren in that state may receive ample bless- 
ings auder his diocesan care. The Recorder 
says— 

“ Although such meetings were entirely new 
to most Episcopalians of this diocese, and the 
number who attended at first was compara- 
tively small, yet there was in every parish an 
evident progressive increase, both in numbers 
and seriousness, and it is believed the Spirit of 
God was present with his ministers, to convey 
home to the hearts of sinners the solemn truths 
delivered, to confirm the wavering, and to build 
up true believers in the faith of the gospel. On 
Sundays the houses were generally crowded ; 
and notwithstanding large numbers turned 
away, when the sacred emblems of a Savior’s 
dying love were about to be administered ; 
yet the heart of the faithful minister could not 
but rejoice that a more than usual attendance 
on their administration was given by the pro- 
fessing. part of his congregation; and that the 
spirit and profession exhibited more than ordi- 
nary proofof the existence and prevalence of 
vital godliness.” 


[From the Philadelphian. ] 
GEORGIA AND THE MISSIONARIES. 


Rev. Dr. Ely,—There is no circumstance 
connected with the imprisonment of the Chris- 
tian Missionaries in Georgia, which causes me 
so much uneasiness, as the nature of the de- 
fence which is set up for them by the friends of 
missions in this quarter of the country. This, 
so far as has inet my view in the public prints 
has been universally, that Georgia not being 
the rightful proprietor of the Cherokee territory 
has no right to prescribe who shall be its ten- 
ants and its visitors, and an appeal has been 
carried to the highest court in our land to try 
this issue. Establish then by decision of the 
Supreme Court or otherwise, that the title of 
Georgia is valid according to the forms and 
precedents of this world’s defective code of jus- 
tice, and no herald of the cross can justifiably 
pass the borders of that territory, to proelaimn a 
Saviour’s love, and a Saviour’s mediation to the 








poor victigns.of the grasping ambition of the 
white met! Yet it is to thie definite conclusion 
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that the popular defence, taken for the mission- 
aries, and which I regret to perceive they also 
relied upon themselves, must inevitably tend. 
Who of us is prepared to adopt such a princi- 
ple in this age of christian enterprise, when 
our missionaries, in obedience to the command 
of the ascending Redeemer, “ Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the guspel to every crea- 
ture,” are carrying the glad tidings to every 
continent and isle, with or without, and where 
necessary, against the autbority of the human 
ruler of the soil, whether a petty savage chief, 
or the pompous emperor of Burmah? It was 
not on a scale like this, that the aposties aid 
early preachers of christianity guaged their du- 
ty to their dying fellow men; else the enormi- 
ues of paganism would be familiar to us in oth- 
er ways than in the mythological tables of the 
school, even in ber impure rites and her bloody 
alters. itwasnotto a principle like this, that Lu- 
THER bowed, when in the stern spirit of refor- 
mation, he tore from the brow of papacy the 
veil which bad hidden its deformities and expo- 
sed its black corruptions to the astonished gaze 
of Europe. Yet, who does not know, that the 
Jewish Sanhedrit bad torbidden any to “speak 
in the name” of Christ; that imperial Rome 
proscribed in her code the man who should pro- 
claim any divinity which the Senate had not 
recognised; and that Charles the 5th, by edict 
afier edict, endeavored to arrest the progress 
of Protestantism and the Bible? Here were 
law and statute in all their form and circum- 
stance, and these decrees issued moreover, so 
far as man was concerned, from undisputed and 
acknowledged sources of legitimate rule. 
Against these, Peter, and Jolin, and Paul, and 
Luther opposed the plain, the paramount com- 
mand of Christ, and never paused at the bidding 
of man. To human tribunals and laws in their 
proper exercise and range, the scriptures en- 
join meek and conscientious obedience; not so 
when those laws conflict with the commands of 
the “high and holy one who inhabiteth eter- 


a 4 d 

To me sir, it appears a plain matter, that the 
missionaries and their cause stand on ground 
infinitely lower than that on which they would 
have been placed, had they on their most unjust 
arraignment before a Georgia tribunal, calmly 
but boldly asserted their right as beralds of the 
everlasting gospel to teach and preach Jesus 
Christ, wherever there is ignorance to enlight- 
en or a soul to be saved. 

The reply of Peter to the Jewish council, un- 
der circumstances precisely similar, would have 
been as forcible as it woul have been apposite, 
“whether it be right in the sight of God, to 
hearken Unto you more than unto God, judge 
ye.” Before the truth, and force, and simplici- 
ty of such an appeal, oppression would have 
quailed; the parties at variance would have 
been the Georgia magistrate and the Ruler of 
the Universe—and the right and duty of Chris- 
tians to send the gospel to evéry creature, 
would not be supposed to wait upon decisions 
of earthly courts for their sanction and direc- 
tion, as some now appear to believe , but upon 
the parting injunctions of the blessed Saviour, 
at once the guide and measure of missionary 
exertion. Dopyos Canistt. 


The Banker and his Bible. 
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THE BANKER AND HIS BIBLE. 

The writer of this was once a guest of a 
bankerin the west of England. His host had 
long been celebrated as a heavenly-minded and 
benevolent character. One evening as he came 
down from his closet, with peace and benigni- 
ty beaming on his countenance, he said to me, 
“Do you want any thing?” Tanswered, “No ; 
I have every thing I need.” « But I am not 
satisfied with that answer,” he rejoined, “and 
will tell you why. I have just been reading 
the Third Episile of John, where the apostle 
particularly commends his beloved Gaius fer 
his hospitality to the servants of Christ, who 
for their Master’s sake had ‘ gone forth taking 
nothing of the Gentiles,’ and the apostle says 
that our privilege who stay at home is ‘to re- 
ceive such, and to bring them on {heir journey 
aftera godly sort, that we might be fellow hei 
ers of the truth.” Now I wish to have this 
privilege; I wish to be an imitator of Gaius; I 
wish to help you; therefore you must receive 
from me this five pound note, you will find ma- 
ny ways to employ it.” Oh, how Christians 
would astonish the world if they were to read 
their Bibles as this banker did his? The appli- 
cation—ah, the application of the text, is the 
difficult, but profitable part of it! Blessed be 
God that some opulent disciples bring their 
principles under the influence of the Bible! 

A few years after this occurred, when some 
good old missionaries were passing through the 
town in which I reside, a sermon was preach- 
ed on this subject and the above anecdote in- 
troduced, and the effect was much to the com- 
fort of those laborers who had borne the burden 
and heat of the day. 

Perhaps these lines may furnish another 
banker with a good idea, and another preacher 
with a hint that may be useful on a similar oc- 
casion-—London Evangelical Magazine. 


General Aspect of Palestine.—The hills still 
stand round about Jerusalem as they stood in 
the days of David and of Solomon. The dew 
falls on Hermon, the cedars grow on Libanus, 
and Kishon, that ancient river, draws its stream 
from Tabor as in the times of old. The sea of 
Galilee still presents the same natural accompa- 
niments, the fig-tree springs up by the way- 
side, the sycamore spreads its branches, and the 
vines and olives still climb the ‘sides of the 
mountains. ‘The desolation which covered the 
cities of the Plain is not less striking at the 
present hour than when Moses with an inspired 
pen recorded the judgment of God; the swel 
lings of Jordan are not less regular in their rise 
than when the Hebrews first approached its 
banks; and he who goes down from Jerusalem 
to Jericho still incurs the greatest hazard of fal- 
ling among thieves. There is in fact, in the 
scenery and manner of Palestine, a perpetuity 
that accords well with the everlasting imports 
of its historical reeords, and which enables us 
to identify with the utmost readiness the local 
imagery of every great transaction. 

Edinburgh Cabinet Library. 


Galilee.—This country would be a paradise 
were it inhabited by an industrious ye un- 
der an {enlightened government. Vine stock 
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are to be seen here a foot and a half in diame- | insufficiency of the means of grace, without the 
ter, forming by their twining branches, vast ar-| influences of the Spirit. “Sinners,” said he, 
ches and extensive ceilings of verdure. A clus-| “ think not that I expect to convert a single soul 
ter of grapes, two or three feet, in length, will\ of you, by any thing that I can say, without the 
ive an abundant supper to a whole family.| assistance of Him who is mighty to save. Go 
he Plains of Esdraelon are occupied by Arabj and stand by that river, as it moves on its strong 
tribes, around whose brown tents the sheep and | and deep current to the ocean, and bid it stop 
lambs gamble to the sound of the reed, which | and see if it will obey you. Just assoon should 
at night-fall calls them hétne.—ib. I expect to stop that river by a word, as by my 
. ki preaching to stop that current of sin that is car- 
FEMALE CHARACTER. sying you to perdition. Father in heaven! see 
they are hurried on towards hell—save them, 
orthey perish!” The impression which this 
produced upon his bearers was so strong, that 
they were ready to respond with trembling, 
Save, Lord, or we perish ! 


In forming the female character, there should 
be an attempt made to assimilate its propensi- 
ties, as well as its acquisitions, to those of the 
other sex, that harmony and beauty may be pro- 
duced, by a union of two beings desigued for 
each otber. ee 

Until this becomes the specific object of fe-| REVIVALS. 
maie education, we must not wonder that the From the Rev. Richard W. Dickinson, of Lancas- 


conjugal union so often produces dissovance a, hy be» Phe hi. 
imatend of concord... Women must be brought ler, Pa., to the Editor of the Philadelphian, 


up in a fitness for their conjugal duties. For _ Lancaster, Dee. 10th, 1831. 
this purpose they must be practised in the ap-| My dear sir,—It is with pleasure I recur to 
propriate graces of the conjugal and material | Your visit, and to the scenes which were al that 
character. They must not shrink from obedi- |" exhibited in our midst, Considering the 
ence, for it is their scriptural duty ; from subor- | 5t#! f my church, the appalling indifference of 
dination, for it is their safe and proper grade in | the )ople on the subject of religion, the prac- 
the scale of social life. Many other requisites | “ee hich so generally obtains here, of attend- 
may sound barshly to ears unpractised in les- | '®E '° e sanctuary but once on the Sabbath, and 
sons of sober wisdom: but I am thinking the prejudice so widely entertained against pro- 
solely of promoting the rational happiness of tracted meetings, what but the Spirit of God 
my sex, and not of flattering their vanity, or could have roused my people, drawn such num- 
pampering their pride. Were I to contend for| bers within the sound of the Gospel, arrested, 
an equality of rights, Iam not sure that their and convinced, and induced 86 many to come 
happiness would be secured by a full and per- | out from the world and join the sacramental 
fect success; but with a certainty of defeat in few? The measures adopted on the occasion 
so chivalrous an undertaking, I prefer pointing | W€'e indeed new, i, e. there was the ex- 
out the best method of using their actual privi- | taordinary use of the ordinary means of 
leges, to instituting an unprofitable contest for| grace. Within the space of three days, 
doubtful rights. Those women who have been | eight sermons and five addresses were de- 
entrusted with most power over others, have | livered, and brief prayer was put up before 
uniformly had least power over themselves. and after the regular service, and Christians 
Mrs. Carey, | spoke one to another, and in love spoke to the 
impenitent, and invited them to the place of 
public worship; and often, very often did they 
; _ [lift the voice of their secret soul to Him who 
Men study Lord Chesterfield to improve their} ,eareth in seeret. But who will venture to 
manners and deportment; but the writings of] condemn such measrres, as they were owned 
St. Paul would more radically reform their hab- | and blessed of God? If 1 opposed these meas- 
its, from the gentle influence of pure principles.| ures, it would be not because I loved souls 
It would be too mean an epithet to call the}and the enlargement of Christ's kingdom, 
apostle an instructer of politeness: but surely | but beeanse I was reluctant to do any thing 
the person whose general carriage was directed | more than formal churches have been ac- 
by this one idea, he suffereth long, and is kind,| customed to require of clergymen, because I 
would be more elegantly tutored, than by all| feared the charge of enthusiasm, or was fond 
the forced civilities or affected grimaces which } of sloth, or over-careful of bodily health, or 
are attached to fashionable education. Let the | covetous of leisure for the intellectual pursuits 
Christian study this separate feature of charity, of a selfish reputation; or perhaps because I 
and form it into his deportment, and he weuld | had not originated them, and by adopting them 
find it to adorn the doctrine of God his Saviour! was following in the steps of men, for the ex- 
in all he did and uttered; and lastly, when ap- jample of whom, instead of denouncing them 
plied to the temper, how many asperities would | as heretics, we should bless God. That meas- 
it chasten,—how many evils soften—in how ure, which of all others seems most exception- 
many trials make bim conquer. able is speedy admission to the communion; 
jam I ean honor the motive from which the ob- 
ANECDOTE OF WHITFIELD. | jection springs. What purity, sanctity, aud dig- 
As Whitfield was preaching to a large multi- | nity may be expected from those who have na- 
tude on the banks of one of the noble rivers of ; med the name of Jesus! And while reflecting 
Virginia, he spoke in the course of his sermon | that our religion, however it may be @ttacked 
of the strength of human depravity, and of the | by its enemies, can be injured only by its profes- 
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sed friends, surely we cannot be too guarded 
against improper admissions. But I for one 
would not virtually arrogate the divine omni- 
science and presume to say, that any individu- 
al presenting the appearance of sincerity in 
professing faith, was not born of God. It is 
sufficient for me-to know, that the applicant 
has sufficient knowledge to discern the Lord’s 
body, resolves to give up the world, to avoid all 
known sin, to perform all known duty, and pro- 
fessedly desires, in consideration of Christ’s in- 
junction, and of what he thinks Christ has 
done for his soul, to commemorate his dying 
love. What is it but acredible profession of 
Christianity, that constitutes the adult a visible 
Christian ? How did the apostles act in relation 
to converts from heathenism ; or is it probable 
that Christ, when he said, “ this do,” meant that 
obedience should be deferred till we were able 
satisfactorily to decide the probability of our 
subsequently adorning his doctrine? This 
would seem like disobeying in order to fit our- 
selves for obedience ; as some are told to try lo 
repent, when God commands them fo repent. 
Christ knew that Judas would betray him, but 
he did not forbid his participation in the sup- 
per, lest he should dishonor his religion. 
“There is much danger however, that on 
such occasions, the resolutiuns und professions 
of many are the mere result of animal feeling.” 
Let those who are the most forward to remark 
thus, take heed lest they fall. Suppose some 
acted on the impulse of the moment. Would 
that more bad! mavy go to hell on the impulse 
of the moment; and why may not some enter 
heaven in consequenee of having taken what 
some would call a precipitate step towards 
heaven. Such impulse, in all probability, will 
advance them nearer the kingdom, than if they 
had exhausted themselves by a protracted ex- 
amination of their hearts, to find some good 
there; or if on the subsidance of animal feel- 
ing, @ person awakens to the consciousness of 
self-deception, he will have more pressing mo- 
tives to work out his own salvation. There is 
danger of all becoming intemperate; but the 
danger bas diminished in regard to those who 
have adopted the principle of total abstinence ; 
and thus are converts in less danger of forget- 
ting the interests of the soul, if they have publicly 
renounced the world and dedicated themselves 
to God. ‘To say nothing of motives whieh 
should never be without their decided inflicuce, 
the dread of receiving from the world its cut- 
ting charge of inconsistency, of reflectiny dis- 
grace on our holy religion, and of staining our 
skirts with the blood of others, who can reflect 
that the vows of God are upon him and not be 
induced to give all diligence to render himself 
approved in the sight of God? To my mind 
there is little more probability of their Jeclen- 
sion than of others. We cannot aflirm of any 
professor of religion that he will never waver, 
halt, or retrogade; nor can it be denied that 
some who have been placed ov probation for 
months, and sustained repeated, and satisfacto- 
ry examinations, have at last become cold and 
callous, and have swerved from the faith. 
The Principle danger, I apprehend, is that 
the immediate connexion with the church 
may inspire recent converts with an idea of se- 
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curity; but the profession of faith and admis 
sion to the communion at any time and under 
any circumstances, may have the same tenden~ 
cy; and therefore it has been my endeavor to’ 
impress upon the minds of our new members, 
that religion is no sudden and transient excite- 
meut of the passions : nor a single inoperative 
resolution; nor an unblushing profession of 
Christ—that they are yet far Bn the realms 
of glory; having merely turned their faces 
heavenward, taken but the first step in a path 
which is steep and thorny; begun a conflict 
more severe than they can now conceive; and 
that every advancement will expose them to 
yet other temptations to be resisted, and yet 
other obstacles to be overcome, and yet other 
enemies to be subdued, and that never this side 
eternity will they be able to lay their hand on 
their heart and individually say, I have no sin, 
nor do I find any reasons for self-distrust, and 
self-abasement. 

I have great cause for gratitude to Ged that 
you, and brothers Duffield and Dewitt, were 
permitted to visit my church ; but L bave anxi- 
ties such as I never before experienced. Verily 
we are set for the rising and falling of many i» 
Israel. I fear it will be here as it was in the 
primitive churches. Many a Demas may for- 
suke me, baving loved this present world. 
Some who now run well may afierwards be 
hindered, and of others who have clean esca- 
»ed the pollutions of the world, through the 
foowledgn of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, being afterwards entangled therein, the 
latter end will be worse than the beginning. 
How many mistake conviction for conversion ;. 
now many forget their dependence on the Spir- 
it of all grace; how many yield to the sugges- 
tions of utbelief and lose all interest in religion 
amidst the vanities of life and the stupefactions 
of pleasure! But what then! we as ministers 
of Jesus are laid under the greater obligations; 
we are to watch for souls as they who must give 
account. And here permit me to remark, that 
if pastors and sessions were more vigilant over 
their respective flocks, there would be fewer in- 
stances of aberation: and if discipline were 
impartially administered, no blot would be found 
on the escutcheon of the church. 

I deeply regret that the brethren did not re- 
main. There were about 20 at the inquiry 
meeting the morning you left here; the house 
was well filled in the evening, and many 
reinained after the blessing was pronounced, to 
be conversed and prayed with. Such eager- 
ness to hear the word was never before witnes- 
sed in this church, and such an interest in reli- 
gion probably never before felt among this 
people; and if the brethren had remained a day 
or two longer, I have no doubt that many more 
woul! have decided to be Christians, Aside 
from the specific results of our meeting, I think 
it has been of benefit to this place in awakening 
interest, eliciting inquiry, and also objection. 
Any thing is preferable to having the public 
mind in a state of stagnation. Objection may 
be answered, opposition quelled, and inquiry 
may lend to the knowedge and embrace of the 
truth; but it is a fearful omen, when a spirit of 
apathy on religious subjects pervades all ranks 
and classes. 





ELOQUENT DESCRIPTION OF A REVIVAL. 

The following eloquent description is from ‘the 
Beaufort Gazette, of November 10th. It will not be 
considered less interesting or impartial, from the fact 
that it is taken from a political paper, and the editor 
appears to have taken ne previous interest in revivals 
of religion. 

We hed frequently heard of religious revi- 
vals, with no concern, we regret to say, when 
our little town became the scene of one of these 
striking and interesting events. ‘The Rev, Dan- 
jel Baker, of Savannah, has been with us for 
some time, and never surely, since the days of 
the Apostles, has more fervid zeal, or ardent 
piety, or untiring labor, been devoted by a chris- 
tian minister to his cause. For ten unwearied 
dayr, from morning until nine at night, have we 
heard the strongest and most impassioned ap- 
peals to the heads and hearts of his hearers. 
All that is terrible or beautiful, all that is win- 
ning or appalling, all that could steal, and charm, 
and soothe the heart, or shake its careless secu- 
rity, and 46mmand its attention to the truths of 
religion, we have seen upon our com- 
munity with an earnestness, energy, and affec- 
tionate persuasiveness, almost irresistible. 

The effect no one can conceive who was not 
present. Politics were forgotten. Business 
stood still—the shops and stores were shut—the 
schools closed—one subject only appeared to 
occupy all minds and engross ol bones: The 
eburch was filled to overflowing—seats, galle- 
ties, aisles, exhibited « dense mass of human 
beings from hoary age to childhood. In this 
multitude of all ages and conditions, there were 
occasional pauses of breathless silence, during 
which, a pin drepping might have been dis- 
tinctly heard. hen the solemn silence was 
broken by the voice of the preacher, citing the 
impenitent to appear before the judgment seat 
of heaven, reproving, persuading, imploring, by 
the most thrilling appeals to every principle of 
his nature ; and crowds moved forward and fell 
prostrate at the altar, and the rich music of hun- 
dreds of voices, and the solemn accents of pray- 
er rose over the kneeling multidude, it was not 
in human hearts to resist the influence that 
awoke its sympathies, and spoke to its purest 
and most elevated feelings. 

We are not surprized that these revivals are 
hailed with enthusiastic delight, by professors 
of r@ligion. They are triumphs indeed of the 
faith to which they adhere, and the accounts of 
them must fall upon their ears like glad tidings 
of great joy. Evento the most careless obser- 
ver, however disposed to be sceptical or specu- 
lative, or occupying, as he may, the cold and 
cheerless region of a self dependent philosophy, 
such a scene as we have lately, witnessed must 
possess no sinall interest. He sees religion in 
a new aspect, and arrayed iu beauty that he 
never dreamed of. 

“ Not harsh or crabbed—— 

But musical as is Apollo’s lute, 

And a perpetual feast of nectar’d sweets 
Where no crude surfeit reigns.” 

What, he may say, if the Christian is wrong? 
His joys are, nevertheless, pure, elevated and 
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the cheering hope of an immortality of happi- 
ness. If his be a delusion, it is one to be envi- 
ed not avoided. But what if he should beright? 


Rev. 4. Morrison writes from Unity and Pis- 

ah churches, Warren Co. Ohio, thus :~The 
abbath school in Trinity church is promising, 
containing 70, scholars, and a library of 200 
volumes. In the course of the summer, 10 
scholars and two teachers have professed to 
embrace the Savior. Sixteen have been admitt- 
ed to the church, others are deeply impressed. 
In Pisgah we have bad a blessed season this 
summer; about thirty have been added to the 
communion ; in the course of ayear, 100. We 
have a Sabbath school of 50 fas na and a li- 
brary of 100 volumes. 
Our camp meetings have been signally bless. 
ed; multitudes-who would not attend at the 
usual places have been found here, where they 
have become the hopeful subjects of religion. 
More than five hundred have been added to the 
churches the last summer, in the bounds of this 
Presbytery.— Home Mis. - 





Axsany anv Tror.—The Western Recorder 
of the 20th iust. gives, by means of a correspon- 
dent, the following notice of the state of things 
in these cities. 

The religious aspect of things in these cities, 
we understand, is still improving. Great sol- 
emnity now prevails in Mr. Beman’s congrega- 
tion. Since the protracted meeting, there are 
many inquirers and frequent cases of conver- 
sion. Many of the baptist society, with their 
pastor in that place, participated in the exerci- 
ses of the late meeting, and are now sharing in 
the blessing. A spirit of solemnity begins to 
prevail in a wider circle, and who can tell what 
mercies may yet be in store for these and other 
churches in that city. Io Albany the protract- 
ed season of worship in Mr. Kirk’s congregation 
had not drawn to a close when our correspon- 
dent’s letter was dated ; and though the meet- 
ings bad been continued more than a week, 
they were kept up with increasing inter- 
est. They were more and more crowded 
and solemn. The power of the Lord wasman- 
ifest. Large numbers were seen on the anx- 
ious seats, and many, it was believed, had turn- 
ed to the Lord. Individuals attended more or 
less from several of the other churches; and 
the Jatter in their turn, it is expected, will hold 
similar meetings, May they be attended with 
the same blessed resulta, till the frost of two 
hundred winters, whieh still reigns in many 
portions of that city, shall be wholly brokea 


up! 


[From the Episcopal Recorder. ] 


SUGGESTION TO THE EDITORS OF 
RELIGIOUS JOURNALS. 


It is certainiy a-matter of no small conse- 
quence to determine the proper treatment 0 
revival intelligence, by those religious editors, 
who regard t ing scenes of excitement 
as the triumphs of redeeming love. Ought they 
to introduce to their respective columns every 








intellectual, and he is animated through life with 
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record of a revival that appears, thus furnishing 
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a complete journal of sncli events? Or shall 
they confine themselves to those accounts, for 
whose accuracy in the statement of fact, and 
sobriety of representation, some respectable ed- 
jtor can confidently vouch? This latter course 
would by many be thought more judicious than 
the former, but would still need modifying to 
meet the views of one class ofreaders. J] refer to 
those, who read mainly for sake of such infor- 
mation, as may serve for the materials of reli- 
gious philosophy—may aid in establishing gen- 
eral principles, but in regard to the phenomena 
of buman nature, and the mode in which divine 
power makes the Gospel efficient to the salva- 
tion of man. They would care only to see 
those authentic and somewhat detailed ac- 
counts, in which some peculiar feature of hu- 
man nature as under the influence of divine 
truth or some extraordinary display of divine 
grace, is noticed, or at least something in the 
measures or mode of preaching, different from 
the common practice. But the mass of readers 
are concerned in the record of revivals, just as 
English and Americans were in the movements 
of their respective forces during the last or pre- 
ceding war. They wish to know all the impor- 
tant advantages gained by their own party over 
itsfoes. If several different places are at the 
same moment the scenes of conflict, they are 
interested in the account of each, although the 
mere student in human nature might find in 
several only a repetition of what appeared in a 
single one. Those, who love the Jesus 
Christ, and regard revivals as victories gained 
by him over the powers of darkness, have au 
interest in knowing all the triumphs of their 
King. Not that I would propose this as fur- 
nishing an exact rule, but it seems to contain 
the principle which should regulate in the pub- 
lication of revival intelligence. If I am deceiv- 
ed by the analogy, the intelligent and pious men, 
to whose notice this article is commended, will 
doubtless discoyer the error. It is not my de- 
sire to assume the office of an instructor. I 
shall connect with these few thoughts, 


Some considerations for those who do not regard 
revivals as the work of God. 


They will recollect, that while Christ was 
“upon earth, he wrought many miracles, which 
intelligent men, Scribes, Pharisees and others, 


were ready to ascribe to any thing but divine 


power. Still these works were thought by ma- 
ny to be such as God alone could perform, and 
from them he received praise. At present all who 
believe the Bible, not only regard those works as 
the works of God, but think that criminal blind- 
ness alone prevented the unbelieving witness of 
them from acknowledging their real character. 
Hence the wickedness of their unbelief has 
been proverbial among Christians, and univer- 
sally stigmatized as evidence of extreme base- 
ness. As an individual I should dread to be 
classed with such men, but should fear that the 
attempt to account for existing revivals in any 
other way than by referring them to the power 
of God, would throw me into their ranks. A 
coming age may see the finger of God in scenes 
now before us, as clearly as we see in the events 
of our Savior’s history. 

Another illustration: Were a king to pass 
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through the various parts of his realm distribu- 

ting favors, but in disguise, so far that only @ 
few persons would recognize him, but it should 

afterward appear that all might have done it 
how mortified would those be, who had in any 

way injured him, or even failed te know hiny 
and seek his favor. Now sup he had pas- 

sed in a more open manner, but multitudes off 
his subjects, not caring to meet him, had even 

refused to believe that he was passing amongst 

them, what should we think of their loyalty ? 

In piain terms, the writer does not believe, that 

any intelligent follower of Christ, who has ta- 

ken the least pains to examine faets, can doubt 

the presence of God in his American Zion. 

And let it be remembered, truth is as as 

the being of God, the denial of it will never 

make it fa Regarding it as falsehood, will 

only injure the receiver of the lie, and through 

him those over whom he bas influence. 





OBITUARY. 


DIED—In this City, on the 18th inst. Mrs. Sybil 
Thomson, aged 60, widow of the late Gem. Thom 
of Goshen; on the 20th inst. Mrs. Mary Hoi iss,- 
aged 36, wife of Mr. Wooster Hotchkiss; on the 23d 
inst. Mrs. Dana, widow of the late Rev. Dr. Samuel 
D. aged about 92 ; orf the 16th inst. Mrs. Abigail Scott, 

63. wife of Mr. Isaac Scott; on the 22d inst. Mr. 

ter Clark, aged 23; at Cedar Hill, on the 16th inst. 

Mr. John Hunt, senior, aged 83 years ; onthe 24th inst. 
Mrs. Sarah Huggins, aged 76. 

At Humphreysville, on the Ist inst. Miss Hanualy 
Johnson, daughter of widow Clarissa J. 16. 

At Orange on the 6th inst. Mise Elvira M. Hall, on- 
ly daughter of Mr. Nathan Hall, aged 25; on the 13ty 
ult, Mr. Samuel Beach, aged 69. 

At Oxford, on the 12th mst, Mrs. Jennett Hinmar, 
wife of Mr. William Hinman, aged 28. 

At Wallingford, on the 19th inst. Capt. Caleb At- 


wae one 1. 
eS rd on the 23d inst. Samuel Clark 5th, aged 


At North Branford, Mrs. Lydia Rose, aged 91; Mr- 
Levi Rose, aged 80. 

At Danbury, Deac. Eben'r Hickox, : 

At Brookline, near Boston, on the 16th inst. Mrs. 
Mannah Adams, author of the “‘ Hi of New-Eng- 
land,” the “ View of all Religions,” “ History of 
the Jews,” and other works, at an advanced age. 


Rev. ALFRED MITCHELL, pastor 

ond Co; tional Church in Norwich, dep 

life on Monday evening 19th inst. aged 42 years. 

funeral solemnities were performed on 

one o'clock, P. M. at the meeting-house 

his Society. A — appropriate and i 

course was delivered by Rev. Charles 

brews xiii. 7, 8. The clergy from 

towns and a numerous audience, testified the hi 

in which the deceased was held by all who knew 
. Business was suspended, and the 

2 Son eae durimg the afternoon, and all 

nominations of Christians exhibited a becoming 





ing hand of a spiritual overseer. 
May the great Shepherd and i of our souls soon 
send us another pastor, after his i 
not only prevent the lambs of 
into dangerous , but who will also be 
Me Savers sides, imto his gracious fold.—Rel. 


a 
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POETRY. 
TO WILLIAM. 


[WRITTEN BY A BEREAVED FATHER. ] 
IT seems but yesterday, my love, thy little heart beat 








And I had almost scorned the voice that told me thou 
must die. ‘ 
I saw thee move with active bound, with spirits wild 


and free, 
And infant grace and beauty gave their glorious charm 
to thee. 


Far on the sunny plains, I saw thy sparkling footsteps 
fl 


Firm, light,’ and graceful as the bird that cleaves the 
morning sky ; ; 

And often, as the playful breeze waved back thy shi- 
ni ir, 

Thy cheek deplayed the red rose tint that health had 
planted there. 

And then, im all my thoughtlessness, I could not but 
rejoice, ; 

To hear the morning wind the music of thy 

Now echoing in the rapturous langh, now sad almost 


- to tears; 
"Twas like sounds I used to hear, in old and hap- 
pier years. . 


"Thanks for that memory to thee, my little levely 

‘Was ineaneny af my youthfal bliss, which time woald 
fain destroy. 

I listened, as the mariner suspends the out-bound 


oar, 

To taste the farewell gale that breathes from off his 
native shore. 

So gentle in loveliness !—alas! how could it be, 

That Death hw Ay not forbear to lay his icy hand on 
thee ; 

Nor spare thee yet a little while, in childhood’s open- 
ing bloom, 

While many a sad and weary soul was longing for the 
tomb ? 


Was mine a happiness too pure for erring man to 
know 7 


Or why - — so soon destroy my paradise 
below ; 
Enchanting as the vision was, it sunk away as soon 


As ne i quick and cold eclipse, the sun grows- 


dark at noon. 

I loved thee, and my heart was blessed ; but, ere that 
day was spent, : 

Isaw thy light aud graceful form in drooping illness 
bent, 

And shuddered as I cast a look upon thy fainting 
head 


The mournful ‘cloud was gathering there, and life was 
_** almost fled. 

Days passed ; 
that 


ho 
I knew the swiftly 
again ; 


and soon the seal of death made known 
was vain ; 
wasting lamp would never burn 





Poetry—To William. 


The cheek was pale; the snowy lips were gently 
thrown apart, 

And life, in every passing breath, seemed gushing 
from the 

I knew those marble lips to mine should never more 


be pressed, 

And floods He feel.ng, undefined, rolled wildly o'er 
my breast ; 

Low, sti sounds, and dusky forms, seemed moving 
in the gloom, 

As if Death's dark array were come to bear thee t 
the tomb. 

And when I could not keep the tear from gathering in 


my eye, 
Thy little hand pressed gently mine in token of reply; 
To ask one more exchange of love, thy look was up- 
ward cast, 
And in that long and burning kiss thy happy spirit 
passed. ‘ 
I never trusted to have lived to bid farewell to thee, 
And almost said, in ny, it ought not so to be; 
I hoped that thou within the grave my weary head 
shouldst lay, ‘ 
And live beloved, when I was gone, for many a happy 


ay. 
With re j hand I vainly tried thy dying eyes to 
close ; 
And almost envied, in that hour, thy calm and deep 
repose ; 
For I was left in loneliness, with pain and grief op- 
pressed, 
And thou wast with the sainted, where the weary are 
at rest. 
Yes, I am sed and weary now; butlet me not repine, 
Because a spirit, loved so well, is earlier blessed than 


mune ; 


My fate — darken as it will, I shall not much de 


plore, 
Since thou art where the ills of life can never reach . 
more. [ Peabody. 





Vexation and anguish accompany riches and honor; 
Se Se and the favor of the peo; 
are bat smoke suddenly vanishing, which if 
commonly p' , commonly bring repentance ; and 
for a moment of joy, they bring an age of sor 
row. 








To “ Cuarrry.” 


We came to a deliberate determination long ago, to 
avoid all contact with the paper alluded to, provoked 
or unprovoked. Except in a few instances of high 
handed misstatements and perversions of truth, calcu 
lated to do mischief, we have never found it wise to 
depart from this determination—Should prefer that 
“ Charity” would select some other channel. 
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